SUORE DI NOSTRA SIGNORA DEGLI APOSTOLI

Rome, 1 December, 2025

UISG MEMBERS
Dear Sisters,
RE: Kidnapping of 265 (253 Children and 12 Adults) people from Papiri Nigeria

I reach out to you today with a heavy heart, seeking your prayerful solidarity in a grave situation that
has struck our congregation and the wider Church in Nigeria.

On 21 November 2025, armed men entered St. Mary’s Catholic Primary and Secondary Schools in
Papiri, Agwara LGA, Niger State, which belong to the Diocese of Kontagora and are managed by the
Sisters of Our Lady of Apostles. During the attack, 315 students and staff were abducted. While
approximately 50 pupils managed to escape, around 265 children and staff remain missing, including
primary-aged pupils as young as five years old.

Today, December 1st 2025, marks the 11th day in captivity. Families in Papiri are living with
profound fear and uncertainty, waiting for news of their children. Our sisters in Nigeria, and across
the 21 countries where we live and work, share in this anguish and are accompanying the community
each day from afar.

In response, we are building a global prayer initiative, inviting the whole Church to unite in
intercession for the liberation of the Papiri School community. We believe that the strength of our
communion, expressed through prayer and solidarity, can bring hope to those who suffer and hasten
the day of freedom for these children and their teachers.

I humbly ask you to join us in this initiative:

* Please remember the Papiri School community in your personal and communal prayers.
e Share this intention with your networks, so that the cry of the Church may rise together.
* Stand with us in hope, trusting that God hears the cry of the poor and will not abandon His
children.
* Share widely our Advent Mantra: Come Lord Jesus, Save your children and warm the hearts
of the violent to peace. Amen
Thank you for your support and for embodying the spirit of synodality in this moment of trial. May
our united prayer be a source of strength for the families and a sign of the Church’s unwavering
solidarity.

With gratitude and in communion
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Sr. Mary T. BARRON, OLA
Congregational Leader
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