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t is difficult to overestimate the impact
with which the epidemic Sars-CoV-2,
more commonly known as “Coronavirus”, has burst into our personal lives
and more so into our society. This world
always vertically connected, finds itself
- because of the measures of social distancing imposed by all Countries as a means
of containing the diffusion of the infection
– obliged to slow down abruptly. We have
discovered ourselves to be fragile; our relation with social structures, routines, planning. However, we are also rediscovering
we are all the same because the pandemic
makes no distinctions between class, nationality or culture. In the hour of extreme
suffering, our humanity emerges, all of us
brothers and sisters, all called radically to
take care of one another.
Yes, life is greater than our plans and even
this issue of Vita Più – which should have
been dedicated to recounting the General
Chapter, suspended because of the emergency – is the result of this upheaval.
Together with the communication team,
we have tried to accept the challenge and
keep at the centre of attention the theme
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and provocation of the Chapter: “Women
of the Word loving without measure.” This
is the time for words and love without
measure.
We want to delve into these themes
through reflections on the “word”, so much
more decisive at this time of physical distance. In the Interview on the Canossian
World, we want to show how the creativity
of the charism inspires new ways of living
service in the post-Covid-19 world. We
report on ideas and news from the world
to help us know and reflect. We recount
the work of the Canossian Foundation
and VOICA in their support of projects in
our communities, always at the side of the
poorest.
This is a unique issue of Vita Più for this
exceptional time: how can we get through
it, is an open-ended question for all of us.
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“The wind blows where it wants and
you can hear its voice.”

D

earest readers,
This edition of Vita Più is
atypical, an issue “not programmed”, not because it was not
expected but because the communication team thought of presenting
the “post-Chapter message” based
on our founding principles. Fidelity
to the Gospel, to the “Word”, to the
charism of St. Magdalene, to humanity of today, to the “signs of the
times”, for our journey of the next
six years.
Covid-19 has stopped everything
and overturned our programmes. All
of us have undergone a sharp halt
and we feel the need to stop, to reflect and reposition ourselves before
God and ourselves. We need to contemplate the “Greatest Love” especially in the Paschal season, those
in great need, those assailed by distress, especially the poorest.
Love does not stop.
All of us are involved in the suffering that has struck the world, independently of our culture, our social
class and state of life.
What can we do? Walk together and
be attentive to the other person.
Each one of us has his own share of
suffering. Where can we find seren-

ity and joy?
Humanity is suffering and disheartened. What can we do?
The anxiety of our brothers and sisters needs concrete help, solidarity,
consolation and hope. Let us remain
united, aware of the needs of the
world around us. Let us try to become multipliers of good and hope.
The help we offer has as many expressions as the situations of the
Nations in which we are present.
Let’s not think that what we can do
is too little, we must not give up but
give our big or small contribution. A
single person, a family, a society, can
be reborn and rebuilt with the help
of others.
Suffering is great, but we all have
before us the source of joy present
within us in Christ. No virus can attack this.
Our life, our presence, our service
great or small can be transformed
into witness and express without
words that it is always possible to
start again and to rise up. May fraternal love be our distinguishing
mark.

M. Annamaria Babbini
Congregational Leader

3

Index
P. 6

PAGES OF LIFE

Consolation in times of trial

PAG E S O F L I F E
TIME OF THE WORD

Like a dance in the rain
Incarnated words, digital wings
“Lord, teach us to pray”

P. 10
P. 14
P. 17

4
INTERVIEW

P. 18

CANOSSIAN WORLD

Together in the same boat
Words of Formation
Alongside the forgotten

BOOKS

P. 26

Idea online and offline

vita
più
NEWS

Distant, but united

P. 28

NCE

SOCIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC

“Let us strive to have an infinite gentleness in our charity;
let us not limit ourselves to the great services, but let us cultivate
that tender gentleness that is capable to cure the details and that
knows how to pour with insignificant signs much balm in the hearts.
Give them to eat, says Jesus.
In the same way let us enter, even with those who live beside us,
into the small details of their health,
of their consolation, of their prayers, of their needs:
let us console, let us bring comfort with the most minute attentions;
for those whom God puts us near
let us strive to have those tender, delicate, small attentions
that two brothers full of care would have for each other,
and of the mothers full of tenderness for their children,
in order to console, as far as it is possible, all those who surround us
and be for them a source and balm of consolation,
as our Lord was always for all those who approached him.
How much consolation, how much tenderness he knew to bring to
everyone!”
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he names of words. Sometimes it happens that names
of words lose their voice. The
noise of the street overcomes and confuses sounds that were crystalline. The
dust of time fades the outline of their
meaning. The scaffolding of unending
works hide the horizons of life and of
the reality that words reveal. For example, the word ‘consoled’, past participle of a verb that now sounds so different from its splendid original meaning:
‘consolari’ from ‘con-solus’. Now we
understand ‘consoled’ as someone who,
poor or unhappy, has gone through
serious troubles and must be resigned
and content with the little he can have
or be. Perhaps even comforted by kind
words and sincere gestures of friends
and pious people. Instead ‘consoled’ is
the person who remains with ‘solus’,
that is with the ‘whole’ and with the
‘wholeness’, with the fullness and satisfaction of self and of one’s life. Different
from a wretch who is forced by events
(and pushed gently like a new Job by
consoling friends) to find a reason for
his suffering, the consoled person is
someone happy and blessed who experiences the fullness and wholeness of life,
being satisfied with oneself.
COVID-19. It is not surprising that
such a shining word has lost the brilliance of its name. Visions like these
astound us and make us tremble. Look
how, from ‘whole’ and ‘intact’, ‘solus’
has become ‘solitary’, ‘abandoned’ and
‘rejected’. Our daily experience of lim-

itedness has turned into illusion and
mirage every desire for integrity and
fullness, since life declines into numerous experiences of disintegration,
dissatisfaction and fragility. We did not
certainly need a virus called Corona
to strike us concerning our awareness
of being unprotected and exposed to
explainable accidents, but this accident
of COVID-19 has set us a tremendous
snare and knocked us down on the edge
of an extraordinary ‘holiday adventure’
which we thought was at hand. We
thought we could spend our summer on
the beach, but we find ourselves thrust
into a sort of Medieval darkness. It is
precisely for this daily experience of human suffering and frailty that the Biblical meaning of the verb ‘console’ (from
the root ’rhm’, that is, breathe deeply,
groan) means ‘take a deep breath’,
‘breathe once again’ in a situation of
sorrow and fright, like Joseph before
his terrified brothers.
Consolation, consoler. In the
Bible, consolation invoked from God
means being able to breathe once again
in the midst of times and events where
we are oppressed and downtrodden,
depressed and crushed by enemies,
fear of all kinds. Consolation is one of
the characteristics of the messianic
era (Is 40:1) and one of the privileged
activities of the Messiah (Lk 2:25) that
puts an end to trial and the beginning
of a blessed time of fullness of life, of
serene integrity and satisfaction. (Mt
5:5) The authentic agent of consola-
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tion, the one who makes human beings
really ‘consoled’, is God himself. The
Consoler is first of all Jesus, by means
of his extreme experience of desolation
and disintegration, his death on the
Cross. The Consoler, Word made Flesh,
reveals to his brothers the complete
fullness that satisfies and beatifies
existence. He does this in a surprising way, descending into the abyss of
desolation and death. Fullness and integrity of life do not possess or produce
themselves; they may only receive from
the Fountain of Life itself, just as in the
relationship of love within the Trinity.
One may receive this only as the quality of ‘Eternal Life’, life to the full, Love
and gift. Thus, the One who by nature
cannot die, for love of his children and
brothers crushed by such suffering to
take away one’s breath, degenerated
self to the point of being willing to be
the infinite of the finite, death itself
that is the divine of the human being.
Thus, to every Son of God and brother/
sister of Jesus the proclamation can be
made that full satisfaction and integrity of life consist in abandoning oneself
to the Other, in communion ardently
desired and as a gift received. Jesus the
Consoler, forever suffering and forever
glorious, from his Cross-, weeps over
his desolated brothers. Those lonely
and abandoned in cold hospices for the
old, in reanimation units, in freezing
mortuaries, in deserted funerals. From
the highest point of his own desolation,

his eternal Cross-, the Consoler weeps
and sighs. He consoles. He consoles giving his brothers and sisters his ‘breath’,
the Holy Spirit, so they may revive and
breathe and live.
The Advocate. ‘The ‘Other Consoler’, in fact, the one who is directly emitted by Jesus from the height of his crucified Majesty, is the Holy Spirit. In the
Greek of the New Testament, this Consoler has a special and beautiful name:
the Advocate, the defending lawyer.
He is not one who brings things, like
sweets or tissues to dry tears. He does
not invade, nor substitute, nor magic
away anything. He remains with you.
He does not disappear in dark times of
suffering and trail. He remains with
you in the deepest depths of your being.
He speaks in favour of the desolate, the
ill and unfortunate, the grieving and
defeated, failures. He speaks to and
within our conscience. He speaks and
remembers. He teaches, “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you
everything and remind you of all I have
said to you.” (Jn 14:36) Another thing
infected by this wretched COVID-19
that has attached us, is the unleashing
of that angry and impure spirit of fear
and reciprocal mistrust, ever pulling on
the leash. The fear of being a neighbour
to anyone, healthy or sick, becomes a
means of possible infection, digs a well
of deep self-mistrust, and mistrust of
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others that shakes the roots of our living together and loving one another.
Fortunately, children seem immune to
this infection; otherwise, even a mother’s embrace would become a reckless
gesture, e real act of aggression. The
virus is leaving us without breath and
the infected and polluting spirit hovers
over it. The Consoler, the Son of God,
breathes over us, his Spirit of Truth,
who reminds us that all God’s children
receive their longed for consolation and
fullness of life in God’s Fatherly and
Motherly embrace.
8

Magdalene and consolation. We
have come to know through strange
ways of Magdalene’s inclination and
dedication to bringing comfort to the
sick and abandoned of her time. She
herself writes in her Memoirs that
when she revealed her Plan of Foundation to the then Bishop of Verona (in
1799), Mgr. Avogadro fervently recommended her to open ‘Schools of Charity’
for orphans and poor ‘street children’
and drop the activity of visiting the sick
in hospitals. This displeased Magdalene very much; she had a special gift
for this charitable work and continued
to visit the sick for the rest of the time
she remained in her family. She kept
it as one of the Branches of Charity.
Desolated from her childhood having
lost her parents, used to suffering and
falling ill (at 15 a high fever almost
brought her to the tomb and then continuous ill health), Magdalene deeply
‘knew’ and practiced generously conso-

lation. Even today, she teaches us how
to search and find it and how to practice it.
It is the common experience of all
who wear glasses, not to take notice of
the means with which it is possible to
see; that is, the lenses. The one who
seeks consolation must contemplate
the Consoler, the ‘lenses’ and the Model
through which God’s truth and the reality of everything is manifest to us in
full light. The One who never hesitated
to touch the dead or lepers and allow
himself to be infected by our desolation,
in turn contaminates us with the fullness of life in the Trinity. He breathes
the Holy Spirit on each brother and
sister, he who makes us ‘the consoled
ones’. The person who consoles must
remember that real desolation resides
in loneliness and abandonment, in
mistrust and the lack of love. In the
pre-penicillin era, when hospitals were
little more than foul poor houses designed to keep the ‘infected’ away from
the ‘healthy’, Magdalene did not hesitate to assist all those she could reach.
Today, proximity to those desolated is
carried out by instruments that protect
from contagion, but which lack being
animated by the breath of the Spirit of
consolation.

Fr. Angelo Bettelli
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Like a dance in the rain

From a crisis, a new word is born that tells of love

I
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was born in
1969, the year
the first man
set foot on the
moon, after having dreamt of and
studied it for so
long and imagined
it in so many films.
by
Since then, many
Maria Cristina
Falaschi,
stories of science
Counsellor,
fiction have mulPresident of the
tiplied about how
Association of
this would have
Professional
Counsellors
changed man’s life
REICO
and tried to set out a
completely different
future. For everyone and for me.
Fifty years have passed. We have not
moved to the moon, but globalization
has expanded our boundaries and our
consumption of goods. The new media
and the new economy have made buying ever more rapid just like the pace
of our lives, bringing us into the new
millennium with some anxiety and a
great deal of arrogance (notwithstanding repeated crises).
The arrogance with which international financial reserves are transferred to tax havens, manipulating
and guiding Stock Exchanges and
governments. The arrogance of the few
who have power to establish the price
of oil on the world market and decide
the destiny of nations, increasing the
growing desertification of the planet.
The arms trade is favoured to keep

local wars going and the exploitation
of territories, tapping into mineral
deposits indispensable to maintain the
opulent world of the west.
The first twenty years of the second
millennium have witnessed the history
of humanity marked by so many contradictions like the almost irreversible
exploitation of the planet, which has
compromised the environmental and
ethical sustainability of our behaviour.
An arrogance accompanied by a sense
of self-referential superiority regarding nations nailed to their destiny
by hunger, economic poverty and a
lack of education. And yet, as dwellers
of this planet we have had to face various epidemics like SARS, bird flu and
Ebola. We have seen our powerlessness and inadequacy in facing natural
disasters like the tsunami of 2004 in
the Indian Ocean, the earthquakes in
Haiti (2010) and in Japan (2011) causing the nuclear disaster of Fukushima,
in Italy too, with that of Aquila (2009)
and Amatrice (2016). We have seen
fires in parts of the world that have
devastated green zones, caused deforestation, the extinction of many animal species, the progressive melting of
glaciers, even that of Antarctica. The
violence and arrogance of man against
other men; attacks (the New York towers), terrorism, wars and conflicts in
many parts of the world (Syria, Yemen,
South Sudan …). The humanitarian
tragedy of emigration, crossing the
Mediterranean in rafts, trafficking of
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women, men and children who flee in
search of hope. The great economic
crack that since 2008 is still effecting
many countries of the west, including
Italy.
In such a desolating scenario, as a
woman of my times, I feel the responsibility of searching for a meaning
in all this and in existence itself, a
responsibility from which I do not
draw back. All this has overturned
our lives and our way of reflecting.
Suddenly there is a new pandemic –
the infection of SARS-CoV-2 – which
immediately reveals itself catastrophic
in terms of victims, economic repercussions, our relationships that from now
on will be ruled by social distancing.
The greatest catastrophe, it has been
said, that has hit the whole of humanity since the years of World War II.
Suddenly, everyone’s life has stopped.
Our accelerated pace of life is forced
to a halt never before known. At the
beginning, we deceived ourselves that
it would only affect China, a place sufficiently distant from us. We followed
the event with curiosity rather than
preoccupation marvelling at the isolation, facemasks, gloves, empty streets
patrolled by the army. The media
discussed possible solutions to avoid
the virus’ eventual arrival here in our
country. The easiest solution seemed
to be to close our frontiers (the usual
method of the west). Nevertheless, viruses know no boundaries. While airports were being closed, Covid-19 was
already among us, like an invisible
traveller along the routes of globalization.
In a flash, everything changes. Our

lives are overturned just like all our
TV programmes. Everything focuses
on the virus, its diffusion and lethality. Those infected begin to die. People
confined to home begin to feel bewilderment, disbelief and fear. Newspapers and TV programmes interview
scientists, virologists, epidemiologists,
experts in infectious diseases, environmentalists, doctors, nurses and politicians. There is a desire to know quickly how our lives will change, if and
when, it will return as before. What
a shame, not even scientists have the
answer, at least not now.
Meanwhile, to contain the emergency,
we have had to shut ourselves within
our homes. Except for a few categories of professionals, the rest of the
population has had to suspend all
movement, industrial and school activity, all social relationships, as well
as family contacts. We can no longer
go to work, nor frequent public places:
restaurants, bars, cinemas, museums, shops or gyms. Even Churches
have had to suspend all celebrations.
Almost everything is at a standstill.
There has never been such a low rate
of pollution. We are closed within our
homes with our families or even alone.
We have tried to block out a sense of
isolation with video calls. Our elderly relations, isolated at home, have
had to learn new skills. We were not
prepared for all this. We were not
used to solitude. At the beginning, it
seemed a matter of a couple of weeks;
we thought we could do it. Some took
it as a forced holiday, kids were at
home from school, virtual social relations flourished. We sang and played

11

TIME OF THE WORD

12

at a distance from our balconies. But,
two weeks were not enough and they
became two months, marked by daily
numbers of those infected, those in
hospital or dead … like a war bulletin,
some called it.
We have had to reckon with our fears
that over the years we had disguised
with many small pseudo-certainties.
The fear of dying and dying alone, of
becoming ill and not have the comfort
of someone. The fear of not being assisted, of recognising those symptoms
that every TV programme reminds us
to check every day. The fear of being
infective even if without symptoms
and thus potentially dangerous for our
loved ones imprisoned at home with
us. We preferred to avoid even our elderly relatives who were locked in solitude rather than receiving a visit from
a son or grandchild. Our shopping left
on the doorstep. The strategies for containing the virus are the worst way for
managing human relationships.
We missed the familiar face of the barman, the hairdresser, the local shop
assistant. Most of all, we missed our
relatives and friends with whom we
had shared, meals, birthday parties,
holidays, parish groups, sport and hobbies. In other words, our normal lives.
We continually repeat, “Everything
will be OK”. We need to be reassured,
to believe that there will be a future
prospect. We are ready to endure every further limit as long as we can get
out of this situation. Even our youngsters, even our youngest children have
understood and accepted this plight.
Accustomed to setting a price to everything, this pandemic is imposing
us to reorder our way of living, giving
central importance to human relation-

ships and the environment. It seems a
paradox, but self-isolation has become
the sign of our inter-dependence that
unites us all; the health of all of us
depends on the health of the individual and on his individual choices. The
common good becomes directly proportional to how much we respect the new
rules of social distancing.
We know that when we will meet
someone we will not be able to hug
them, shake hands or give a kiss. Our
way of expressing our affection, meeting someone or showing enthusiasm
will change. We will have to use a
facemask when we go out and keep our
distance from others. We will never to
be the same people of before neither
will the image we have of ourselves,
with all the care and attention given
to the dictate of beauty. Our faces will
be covered by our facemasks. We will
no longer see the others as before.
Yet, we believe everything will be OK.
We understand this from the capacity many of us, especially youngsters,
have had in not giving up but reacting.
We are experiencing a new attitude:
resilience. In the face of fear and discouragement, we must decide whether to remain paralysed or use this
situation in a creative way. We can
reorganise, find new solutions to face
a completely new situation. Students
and teachers have made use of video
lessons to continue school lessons. Parishes, local governments and supermarkets have invented ways of meeting the needs of families who have lost
their jobs due to the virus.
Having to face the uncertainty of the
future, being forced to live in a suspended limbo, has helped us rediscover the value of the present. The here
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dimension of time. We cannot plan
meetings, journeys, holidays, outings
or weddings. We do not know what it
will be like afterwards when we will be
able to leave home. We need to find a
possible equilibrium now.
The lack of social interaction has made
us rediscover the value of relationships and the love they bring. Some
of us have discovered the value of
neighbours whom we did not know or
undervalued. Others have valued the
making of bread at home with its fragrance. We have found so many things
to do at home that make us appreciate
small things.
Everything will be OK. Even if things
will never be the same as before. This
experience is a divide without knowing what awaits us on the other side.
We know that a vaccine will be found,
eventually, but we know too that this
epidemic will not be the last, just as
it has not been the first. Meanwhile,
social distancing will have radically
transformed our way of living, working and socializing. The way we go
out with friends, go to the cinema or
restaurant, do sport or travel, will
change. Personally, I feel profound
sorrow for the victims of this pandemic
and a sense of injustice for all those
who could not receive adequate care,
not even the comfort of a presence at
the moment of death.
I feel greatly moved by all health
workers for their dedication without
respite, literally giving their own
lives every day in silence. I feel great
respect for all those who have had to
continue working to guarantee essen-

tial services, exposing themselves to
infection.
Perhaps we cannot fully take in the
meaning of what we are going through;
we are still at the centre of the storm
witnessing extraordinary things. Like
the extraordinary prayer of Pope Francis on the steps of St. Peter’s, all alone
to implore God not to abandon us in
the storm, as he imparted the blessing
Urbi et Orbi for wounded humanity.
Believers and non, we all felt united
with the Hoy Father in that invocation
that resounded in that empty square,
an image I will never forget. I thought,
in the darkness of this time God does
not forget about us or abandon us. The
tempest we are living through has revealed our vulnerability and our false
certainties; it has removed the ‘makeup’ of appearances and allowed our
only greatness to emerge, being brothers and sisters in the human family.
We can no longer continue as before. It
is time to create new forms of fraternity and solidarity because no one saves
himself alone.

Maria Cristina Falaschi
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Incarnated words, digital wings
Communication uses new platforms

F

or billions of people the reality
of the pandemic has meant a
radical change in daily life; much
more time within the home, less contact with people, the closing of schools
and the suspension of work, limitation
of movement to that strictly necessary.
One could say life has stopped. But for
many of us a significant and growing
amount of personal and social activities
we used to carry out in real presence
have been moved online. Household
consumption, services, formation,
work, information and relationships;
our words travel more and more on the
internet through new platforms. Life
becomes digitalized.

14

How to change our online habits. Data from research shows how,
in many countries, the pandemic and
the social distancing measures have
transformed our habits accelerating
the transition to digital already taking
place. For many work has changed;
we no longer go physically to our work
place but work at home by “smart
working” with a computer. Even
schools are using eLearning through
lessons on video
chat, in streaming
and homework sent
by email. Millions
of people now do
shopping online
where every kind
of product is delivered to our address.
Entertainment has
changed too. We
can no longer go to
a cinema or concert,

but films and music are in streaming.
Research shows that there is an increase in time spent on platforms of
social networking. This is a fact that
does not surprise because with social
distancing our need for relationships
has increased. Being in contact with
one’s dear ones, with friends near and
far, sharing with them one’s feelings at
this time, has become possible thanks
to digital instruments of communication. Time and space change, our need
to live meaningful relationships does
not change. Thus, our words fly along
the invisible paths of digital communication.
Digital inclusion, a challenge to
win.
If digital applications are to offer concrete and efficacious solutions, there is
an obstacle to be overcome called “digital divide”. This term refers to barriers
that hamper access to internet and
the services it offers. There is a digital
divide in infrastructure, that is, a lack
of adequate connections to internet, either mobile or stable. There are significant differences in secure and constant
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connection according to different countries or areas within countries. There is
also a digital divide in equipment. The
availability of technological equipment
like personal computers, tablets and
smart phones that give access to the
net and use its services in a quick and
efficient way. On this point, there are
great differences between countries if
we think of the United States where
81% of the population possesses a
smart phone while in India the percentage is less than 30%. There is another
digital barrier of a cultural type, which
concerns the competences necessary to
exploit better the potentials of technology and the knowledge of surfing the
internet. The fact of possessing a computer does not automatically mean you
know how to use it to the full. Having
access to internet is only the first step
in an itinerary of becoming a “digital
citizen” that requires formation and
knowledge.
The various aspects of the digital
divide, infrastructural, cultural and
equipment are still an open challenge
for society. It is important to work towards a solution so that digital working
can become a meeting place and not
cause greater inequality.

Make the word bloom
The most radical challenge is that described by Mario Luzi in his poem of
1985, “Fly high, word, grow in depth
[…] be light, not uninhabited transparency”. The challenge of the word that
moves along the new platforms, that
is, before being a digital problem, it
is a problem of humanity. If the word
flies high, the poet’s dazzling image
underlines, it must dig deep and take
root. If it is not made of empathy, if it
is just an exchange in which emotions
and life are not communicated, it remains an “uninhabited transparency”. It is vital to understand that the
digital worlds are human worlds. The
point will not consist of learning to use
these instruments, though necessary,
but inhabit spaces. Let us take care of
relationships so that this environment
may come to life. Care for times, emotions expressed and unexpressed, for
the needs of the other person who is
not physically but virtually present and
certainly take care of words. It means
building a true and proper new digital
humanism.
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Lord, teach us to pray			
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hy are you afraid? Do
you not have faith?”
In silence, he crossed
Saint Peter’s Square in the rain which,
celebration after celebration, we were
used to see overflowing with the faithful in joy. On the evening of 27th March,
it was empty, silent, even more struck
dumb by the pouring rain. It was as if,
in that space enclosed within Bernini’s
marble columns, the whole world was
held in an embrace. Pope Francis listened to the words of a passage from
Mark’s Gospel that recounted the disciples’ boat tossed by the tempest. Then
he pronounced to the listening world a
prayer of entrustment, hope and consolation able to speak to the heart.
“Faith begins when we realise we are in
need of salvation. We are not self-sufficient; by ourselves, we founder: we need
the Lord, like ancient navigators needed
the stars. Let us invite Jesus into the
boats of our lives. Let us hand over our
fears to him so that he can conquer
them. Embracing his cross means finding the courage to embrace all the hardships of the present time, abandoning
for a moment our eagerness for power
and possessions in order to make room
for the creativity that only the Spirit
is capable of inspiring. It means finding the courage to create spaces where
everyone can recognize that they are
called, and to allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and solidarity.”
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Silence and word become prayer

“O

my beautiful Madunina,
you dominate Milan.”
The Archbishop of Milan,

Mario Delpino, went up onto the terrace of the Cathedral on Wednesday afternoon 11th March, and raised his eyes
to the “Madunina”, the statue of Our
Lady that stands on the main spire of
the Milanese Cathedral. It is a masterpiece of Gothic architecture in northern
Italy and a religious and civil symbol
of the capital city of Lombardy. Being
inspired by the words of a famous popular Milanese song to Our Lady, he made
a sorrowful invocation to Mary in the
name of the whole population afflicted
by the consequences of the pandemic.
“O my beautiful Madunina, you dominate Milan: comfort those who are suffering in our hospitals and our homes,
sustain the efforts of your children who
are taking care of the sick, instil wisdom into those who take decisions. Help
us to reject the image of a distant God
who is indifferent and vindictive. Do
not allow us to forget those who suffer,
near or far, for the absurdity of war and
the injustice of misery.”
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The parable of the Good
Samaritan and the Pandemic
fr. Guido Innocenzo Gargano

W

e must first refer to the
verses that precede the
real account of the parable since it is presented as a concrete
reply given by Jesus to the teacher of
the Law who questioned him on what
one must do to inherit eternal life.
The reply of Jesus entailed such a
similarity between the first two commandments of the Law that the observance of the first, regarding God,
had to be necessarily verified with the
second that regards one’s neighbour.
The teacher of the Law had understood and shared in theory Jesus’ reply. However, he proceeded to present himself as an academic professor
in maliciously objecting to put Jesus to
the test, “And who is my neighbour?”
The parable, however, ought to be
understood as a concrete reply to an
insidious question posed on a mere
academic platform.
In prospective, the shift that Jesus
imposes on his interlocutor is the indispensable ‘background colour’ to
understand his reply through the parable.
In fact, one can speak of a true reply to any request coming from God,

from historical events, or one’s own
conscience, provided it does not stop
only on what the Fathers of the Church
would have called fides quae. Today,
we would set this against the scientific analysis of the facts, but consider
it also one and the same with it, the
fides qua that today we would rather set against the practice of known
truth.
This means that in no way one
can speak of honesty at any level if
one does not open one’s eyes to the
reality of history that daily life continually puts before us. Moreover, daily
life, since it concerns the continuous
succession of new facts in time and
space, inevitably asks us not to always
have the truth “in our pocket”, as we
usually say. Instead, it must be pursued
continually by letting oneself be questioned by history and its unavailability, so that a believer connects to the
movement of the “Spirit who continuously makes things new” and peacefully connects to the “panta-rei” of
classic philosophy.
In turn, the interpretation of history
is subject to a precise hermeneutics
that we will call, as suggested by Vatican II Council, a search for the signs

of the times. Hence, it is not enough to
limit oneself to simple chronology or the
most precise photograph of an event
or determined events, but one has to
capture its meaning. We will also have
to ask ourselves, “The meaning for what,
if not for determined values or objectives, that could be assumed by the
same observer and that must be identified for drawing the necessary consequences?”
We must then read history, any history,
by starting from a very precise perspective that nonetheless supposes diverse
angles, in view of a theoretical and
practical affirmation of determined values dear to our hearts.
For example, let us look from a viewpoint that imposes our contemporary
story objectively marked, and in a clearcut way, from the pandemic of Codiv-19 that affects all of us during these
months.
As believers, we presuppose receiving a particular light in all of this from
the Word of God that we believe to be
contained, in this case, in the book of
the Gospel of Luke and specifically in
this text, which contains the parable of
the Good Samaritan.
I immediately notice that the Fathers
of the Church started from the episode
written by Luke to broaden the horizon
and to recognize, in the unfortunate
man of the parable, the whole of humanity. For these ancient wise men,
whom I frequently read, the unfortunate man in the gospel text is simultaneously ‘humanity’ that began from the
first Adam and the ‘assumed humanity’
from the new and second Adam identified as the Word made flesh in Jesus
of Nazareth. In this, we would have two
messages summarized into one. That is,

the unfortunate man is simultaneously,
even in a most mysterious way, the Victim and the Saviour.
Looking at the event told by the
Evangelist Luke, the contemporary agnostics of the Fathers of the Church
would have immediately explained its
meaning by referring to their myth of
the precious pearl fallen from the sky,
understood as the world of the spirit
in which abides the Divinity. It ends in
the material matter of clay from which
creation was made and, within it, our
earth. The pearl, fallen somehow from
the sky, had denied the divine world
of a completeness that had to be reclaimed as soon as possible. Otherwise,
the divine world would feel mutilated
and deprived of its completeness and
that would not have allowed it to live in
fullness its own beatitude.
In turn, Christian agnostics would
have immediately related this story to
the three parables of the lost sheep, of
the lost coin or of the son lost and then
found, as told in chapter 15 of the same
Gospel of Luke, interpreting them in
like manner. These agnostics conclude,
even when pretending to be Christians,
that God is in no way interested of what
belongs to matter, but only interested
of that part of Himself present in every
man/woman. And therefore, of God’s
eternal happiness only achieved with
the most total separation from the clay
of which every other [created] reality,
above all the flesh, that enfolds man in
all his parts.
The agnostic, being subject in everything and for everything to the intellectual and spiritual dimension of the
person, has as his only values those that
can and must be pursued and followed
as values of the spirit. This teaching has
come down to us with that famous

saying, “Da mihi animas cetera tolle”
[“Give me souls and take all the rest.”
from the so called Devotio moderna
[modern devotion] that has reigned in
certain schools of Christian spirituality in
our very own Catholic Church up to the
Vatican Council II.
Such a link would have, as a consequence, be it for the agnostics more or
less atheists than for the Orthodox Christians, the double possibility of reading
the episode recounted by the three
parables as a terrible tragedy but also
as an unexpected discovery. This justifies
an extraordinary joy in which they become involved, each in their own way,
be it the shepherd, be it the woman at
home, be it the father of the family, of
which Luke 15 speaks, but also all that is
re-proposed in the parable of the Good
Samaritan.
Thus, the insensibility highlighted in
the Priest and the Levite of the Lukan
parable would be a logical consequence of one’s own choice to pursue
and obtain only the values so called
spiritual or even divine. It means too
keeping the greatest distance possible
from all that has bearing with diverse
elements, including the tormented flesh
of the human being from which one
must keep the maximum distance possible so as not to contaminate self by its
evident impurity.
An attitude that we can understand
very well today, in these days of the
pandemic, strengthened also by the
laws of the State. It has a very decisive
qualitative difference that, while the
agnostics and the spiritualists of all times
and all places, separation guarantees
superiority of the spirit in relationship to
the flesh. We, who willingly submit to the
discipline of separation, do so to protect
completely our body, our most precious

flesh without which we know the human
person cannot exist.
Thus, we do not accept separation
to get close to spiritual realities, as agnostics and spiritualists did all over the
world, but contrarily, to defend better
what the Word made flesh taught us.
That means, the human person is not
such if not in the unity of the two natures, human and divine, distinct but
never in any way separate.
So we can never accept that the
two tendencies, that towards the spirit
and that towards the flesh, may never
be separated without publically denying to be simply human beings, distant
from every form of monophysitism.
At the same time, this means giving
paramount importance to the human
person from conception to death, without false idealization to one or the other
phase of human life. This is not something to be taken for granted for many
believe they can establish, on a scientific basis, those who have a preferential
right to life in respect to others.
The first message that this parable of
the Good Samaritan, read in the light of
Biblical and Patristic teachings, conveys
would be to read history as a bearer
of enormous tragedies. One must also
be careful not to be deviated by the
presumption or claim of establishing an
irremediable fracture between the divine and the human dimension of every
human being, including the hope of recovering that which has been lost, even
through death.
If we observe the parable in the light
of the other three as mentioned before
in Luke’s Gospel, we can understand
even something more.
The shepherd of the flock and the

woman at home, in the face of an important loss in their daily life, set to work
to search for what they have lost using
all their skills, without giving up hope or
giving in to depression.
Even the father who has lost a son
sets to work in his own fashion and with
different choices, not giving in to fatalistic disengagement. In fact, he does not
undertake a journey to go and look for
his son, risking the creation of a sense of
persecution in his son by excessive paternalism from which his son is fleeing.
Rather he reinforces his trust in the intrinsic force of history by demonstrating
his understanding of his son’s story and
that of the world.
A story that, on one side, has placed
the son before his unpredictability that
cannot be identified with the childish illusion that he was always a winner. On
the other hand, it would have shown
the son to be a “magistra vitae (teacher of life). Finally, the presence within
the son of the father’s image, more or
less clear and even disfigured by his libertine choices, would have resurfaced
sooner or later from the dust or mud
and would have re-proposed itself with
all the memories it contained of the
love received, taking the road for home.
The father was so sure that events
would have made him reason that he
immediately gave orders to prepare a
feast for his return, choosing the best
clothes and selecting the fatten calf.
The certainty in the father’s mind was
a wining choice, it would demonstrate
that the son, lost in that distant region of
dissimilarity (region dissimilitudinis), was
returning to his father’s house and it was
the Father who saw him first and ran to
meet him with an embrace.
Notwithstanding, among the three

decisions there was, apparently, a profound distance in the behaviour of the
shepherd of the flock, the woman of
the home and the father of a family, the
three parables of chapter 15 in Luke’s
Gospel show a real unity of purpose
crowned in all three cases by a great
feast.
The construction of the parable of
the Good Samaritan also shows a triple
way of reacting to the facts. This too,
places before us two examples of behaviour, that of the priest and the Levite,
which are different from the behaviour
of the third person, identified as a foreigner and what is more, a Samaritan. In
the parable of the Good Samaritan, the
evangelist lets us imagine a final feast at
the return of the one who had identified
himself with the victim and would have
realised the now and not yet by the reestablishment in health of the man he
had first met.
Looking more closely at the parable,
we see that the evangelist invites us to
penetrate deeper into the narration,
noting the fact observed at the beginning of the story. Both the priest and the
Levite had chosen a precise scale of
values that allowed them not to be deviated by facts, whatever they may be,
if these could interfere with their primary
interests connected to their duties and
obligations in religious functions or their
social standing.
The foreigner did not consider this at
all, but any event had importance and,
a fortiori, a human tragedy had importance before which he found himself
simply by chance. The Samaritan did
not need to question himself, for example, whether it was his duty to intervene
in favour of the victim nor whether it was
more important or not to serve at the alter or defend one’s dignity when faced

by the poor man attacked by brigands.
Is it his business? These are not rare
situations today along our highways
when we are only worried about our
plans or something less noble, that
makes us pretend not to see an accident or something similar, making us
speed up to avoid problems.
We can see this in the behaviour
of certain administrators who, placed
before the urgency of the Coronavirus, were only preoccupied with saving what could be saved immediately,
without taking into account, that doing
so they were sacrificing the weakest
category of people incapable of saving themselves alone, because they assigned to others the places destined to
the elderly. These people were killed by
the hundreds due to the pandemic.
Are they guilty or not? I would not
dare to pass any judgement of this
kind. However, it is a fact that precisely
the elderly in care homes have found
themselves in a similar situation to those
infected by Coronavirus and have died
in the same way. The teaching of Luke’s
parable strikes us all at the heart and no
one can hide behind one’s own heedlessness. And yet, the parable certainly
says much more.
Returning to how the Fathers of the
Church read this parable and broadening our horizons starting from the
facts, as they did, the victim identified
by Luke is the whole of humanity starting from Adam and from “the blood of
Abel” shed by Cain. He did not accept
he had nothing to do with the blood he
had shed, which had defiled the earth
and contaminated himself, receiving
an indelible mark on his forehead.
We are preoccupied with carrying

out our daily and inviable duties, just like
the priest and the Levite of the parable.
We can become blind without knowing
it to the point that precisely foreigners,
as opposed to those who define themselves as citizens of a country in which
they have had the fortune to be born
though not by choice, remain conditioned by duty.
In fact, only those who experience
suffering can share the suffering of others. The one who has been a foreigner,
and only he, knows by experience what
it means to be treated as a foreigner.
Just as the one who is overwhelmed by
suffering can understand what this really means.
Having recognised this, the Fathers
of the Church completely overturned
the viewpoint for reading this parable
of Luke we are examining. They observe that the victim met by all three,
the priest, the Levite and the foreigner
Samaritan, was precisely Him, the Lord
who “had renounced his divine dignity
– as recorded in the Letter to the Philippians – assuming everything and for
everyone a human nature as a servant
and condemned to death and death
on a Cross.” (Phil 2:3) to heal it and indicate the path of salvation.
The priest and the Levite, feeling
themselves healthy, full of dignity and
self-sufficiency, they could not understand the situation. Satisfied with their
status as a priest or a Levite, they needed nothing and no one; much less think
they could receive something from a
wretch attacked by brigands along the
road towards the holy city that awaited them, happy and satisfied. Their
lives were so full of satisfaction that
they could not think, even remotely, to
receive something good from a poor
victim who would certainly make them

impure by his wounds. Instead, the Samaritan, a foreigner and despised by
everyone and yet able to sympathize
with a poor man like himself, fearless of
incurring contamination from his blood,
was moved to compassion (esplangchnisthe). (Lk 10:33)
Thus, without knowing it, precisely he
who believed he should bend over this
poor man, found himself experiencing
an intimacy given directly by God to
the one who allows himself to be crucified together with the Divine Crucified
One and receiving in exchange the
movement from simple human emotion
to charity (agape). This comes from the
same source of love, being able to love
in the same way, as he is able to love
Him and showing the same compassion
(esplangchnisthe) which is of God.
The foreigner did not know that the
victim was Jesus Himself, the Son of God
made man.
At this point, the words of the parable are evident in their minor details,
“He went over to him and treated his
wounds with oil and wine and wrapped
them with bandages. Then he put him
on his own animal and brought him to
an inn where he took care of him. The
next day he had to set off, but he gave
two denarii to the innkeeper and told
him, “Take care of him and if you spend
more, I will repay you when I come
back.” (Lk 10:34-35)
The hidden riches of every man and
woman are evident and they are still
visible during this pandemic through
hundreds of doctors, nurses, volunteers,
priests, nuns and lay people of all denominations. These people have literally
bent over the sick without any defensive equipment that would have been
necessary because the urgency of the

situation did not provide them straight
away with these things.
These men and women have given
their lives in sharing the destiny of those
they assisted, neither more or less as recounted in the parable of that Samaritan identified in the Cross of the Son
made man, sharing the same compassion that is of God.
How can we not define them martyrs without distinction since Jesus himself declared in the Gospel of Matthew
about those who felt blessed and asked
him the reason why, admitting not to
have met him during their lives, “Truly,
I say to you: whenever you did this to
one of the least of my brothers, you did
it to me.” (Mt 25:40)?
The parable becomes a kind of first
fruits of a real revolution of our scale
of values, including those considered
religious. It is not being faithful to one’s
priestly or Levite role that allows you to
partake of the divine nature, but openness to others in whatever condition
they are, just as the Son taught by emptying himself (kenosis) of his divine dignity to become in all things one in our
human nature.
The Fathers of the Church used to
say, “God became man to allow man
to participate in the divine nature.”
The Samaritan is a kind of first fruits
and an anticipation of all those who,
like the martyrs of this world pandemic,
have made present God’s compassion
towards every human being without
distinction, regardless of race, culture or
religion. John the Evangelist could say,
“God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son. (Jn 3:16) Christian believers know well that the faith required
by John when he adds, “that whoever

believes in him may not perish, but may
have eternal life.” (Jn 3:16), cannot be
measured by our eyes but only those of
God, who searches the heart in depth
to find adhesion to the Son. This surpasses all human limits to be certain that,
“God did not send the Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that,
through him the world might be saved.”
(Jn 3:17)
What then do we learn from this tremendous sign of our times so evident in
this pandemic? We regardourselves as
belonging to the Church of Christ and
we do not intend to reduce our faith to
the scholastic criterion proposed by the
malicious question of the teacher of the
Law, to which the Lord Jesus replied?
Let us try to summarise.
 One cannot give fides quae
without fides qua.
 We need eyes able to recognise the suffering of others.
 When the life of a person is at
stake, it is no use hiding oneself behind
the excuse of obedience or a role to
carry out even when these refer to the
sacred.
 The needy person is always the
image and presence of Jesus Crucified.
 The person who takes care
of someone in need, at any level, becomes one with the Crucified One.
 Through the contact established with the Son of man, the human
emotion transforms into divine compassion (esplangchnisthe) and takes on the
dignity of charity (agape) which is the
characteristic of God.
 If a person has not encountered
the Son in his life, he will not be ignored

by Him for this reason. God penetrates
the depths of the heart of each person
who is open to welcoming the other regardless of whether he belongs to his
community.
 Whoever forgets self to help another person, is grafted into the Cross of
Christ and partakes in his kenosis, which
is also the kenosis of the Father who
loved the world to the point of putting
his only Son in our hands.
 We never have the right to
judge a person, and even less to condemn him, because “God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but so that the world may be
saved through him.”
 We are stronger than the pandemic because we have God on our
side and not because we are better
and more intelligent than He is.
 If we give ourselves completely,
we can be certain that, just like the Samaritan, we too can participate in the
same nature of the One who became
man so than man may become divine.
guidoinnocenzogargano@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION TO THE INTERVIEW

“M

ay this pandemic
strengthen in us the vocation to be, in this divided
but suffering world, witnesses of humanity and hospitality, attentive to the
needs of everyone, especially the least.”
The words of the Ecumenical Message
of the Christian Churches of Italy, written for Easter 2020, capture in a clear
way the moment we are living.
The number of those infected, continually on the increase, gives us an idea
of the proportions of this emergency, of
the suffering of those affected by this
illness and their families. However,
there are sufferings that escape statistics, the direct consequence of the
virus and the measures, correct but
sometimes harsh, of social distancing
used to contain the virus. The difficulty
of children deprived of school, the hardship of many who have lost their jobs,
family problems and solitude.

They did not just look on. They have
tried to respond faithfully to Magdalene’s invitation to “walk with the
times”. They have found new creative
ways to remain alongside our brothers
and sisters, especially the poor, sharing
in their daily life at this delicate moment so that no one is exposed to the
risk of being ignored.
From commitment to education, to assistance and relief of the poor, the care
of the sick, the Sisters of the Canossian
world want to tell the stories of their
experience on the front line in facing
this emergency. Their stories recount
how their call to be “Daughters of Charity” becomes reality at this time, unexpected and new, in which we are living.

Paolo Bovio

All over the world, even our Canossian
communities have been overwhelmed
by this pandemic that spares no one.

TOGETHER IN THE SAME BOAT P. 20

WORDS OF FORMATION P. 22

ALONGSIDE THE FORGOTTEN P. 24
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Listening to those who are accompanying the sick in their
suffering and cure

I
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n these days there is much talk
about the post-pandemic, of the
changes and of the transformations
that will happen. Some are speaking of
a positive future; others are more pessimistic.
One thing is certain that the “post”
will depend on how we will arrive and
from what we will have learnt from the
present. Let us wear the lenses of faith
to see an opportunity in the midst of
privations, to see flashes of light in the
darkness.
A question resounds in our hearts
at every moment: What is the Word
that the Crucified is telling us at this
time? The reply
emerges with
the simplicity
and eloquence
of life itself
through the
witness of many
companions
with whom we
are sailing in
the same boat.
These are the
testimonies of
Lucia Villalbam,
a doctor, “To be
a doctor during
a time of pandemic needs a special kind of work. We
are preparing ourselves by thinking
of the worst scenario according to the
experience lived by other countries; but
with the hope that we can face together
this unknown enemy.”
Gabriella Martino, nurse, “I graduated
as a nurse years ago. Over the years, I

have continued to form myself, but this
global health emergency has made me
aware that I was unprepared to face
the present challenges.
Inés Zingoni, nurse, “Since we began
attending to the first cases of Covid-19,
we dialogue much with my companions, sharing our anxieties and uncertainties, our fear and concern for
the safety of our families. It is a truly
difficult moment and, with the passing
of days, we feel more solid as a team, in
greater solidarity and stronger to move
forward, animated by the desire to
prioritize before all else the health and
wellbeing of those who are sick.

Santiago Uranga, a doctor, “The walk
in returning home is a space that I
use to reflect on the work done during
the day and to plan for the next one.
In these days, such reflections are ambiguous and sometimes sad, because I
struggle with the feelings of nostalgia
for loved ones. I struggle against the
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fear of becoming ill, or still worse, to
bring home the virus and pass it on to
my family. It is sad to arrive home and
read the news and have the sensation
that in this journey the shore seems
far away. However, the reflections are
also pleasant, such as the joy for the
satisfaction of the work done, to see the
commitment and responsibility of my
work companions of the Hospital where
everyone is giving the best of themselves, are united and feeling ourselves
stronger beside one another; where a
positive attitude is being nourished
once again with someone else, becoming stronger in this circle by which we
engage the nurses, their families and
the community.”
Estefanía Carabio, oncology coach, “I
have sensed in my companions, anxiety,
fear and disorientation. Beginning with
my formation as Technician in Human
Resources and Coach in Ontology, I

proposed the possibility of providing a
space for listening
and accompanying
the nursing staff
and the doctors at
the front line, to
strengthen them
and accompany
them emotionally.
With the passing of
days, we found the
value of sharing
about our life and
of discovering our
technical and emotional resources to
ride this period by
generating a web of
trust and of constriction. It has allowed
us to grow in union and collaboration
by giving new meaning to our service
in humanizing our attention to the patient.”
In this religious community, we contemplate the operative strength of the
Spirit that pours over us and is experienced in the availability to the service,
in the courageous giving and sacrifices,
in the risk to overcome differences for
the benefit of a greater good. We are
women surprised by the Word in the
midst of uncertainty and perplexity,
learning with others to enlarge the
heart and alleviate the pain so as to
love more.
We are drawn to love and be inflamed
by The Word of the Risen One, who
walks with us, who restores and makes
all things new.

sr Gabriela Oviedo, Comunità Ospedale Italiano [Italian Hospital Community], La Plata
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Schooling at a distance
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he Institute “Maddalena di Canossa”
of Porto San Giorgio is a small Canossian school. It is built along the
sea, north of a small district with a population of sixteen thousands in the Marche
Region of Central Italy. It consists of an
Infant School and a Primary School. Since
the school year of 1947/48 this work, begun
by the Sisters when invited by the then
Archbishop of Fermo, has represented an
important point of reference for the local
community, welcoming children from Porto
San Giorgio and the neighbouring towns
to offer quality education. The principles
that it aspires to are drawn from the Canossian educational paradigm. The choice
of dialogue, favoured for the formation of
the person; the love and welcome for each
student as a condition for their growth;
the personal accompaniment, marked by
cordiality and simplicity as an instrument
for individualized education; the option
for the poorest, not only for the one who
is materially in need but also for the one
less capable, has less motivation to learn
and has minor educational and affective
references. Its educational attention can be
summarized in three verbs: instruct, educate, enable.
Also, the school of Porto San Giorgio, as all
the Italian schools, has had to adapt to the
consequences of the pandemic Sars-CoV-2

and the restrictive measures established
by the authorities to contain the spread
of the infection. How did this Canossian
School react to the emergency and tried, at
a time of great uncertainty and difficulty, to
guarantee the continuity of the educational
commitment?
We spoke with Rosaria Laura Marzullo,
known to all as simply “Rosy”, coordinator
of the Primary School (6-11 years old) and
with Sr Gasparina Bragiè, coordinator of
the Infant School (3-5 years old.
“Our classes”, Rosy tells us, “are organized
with the presence of a class teacher who
guides the process of learning and with
whom the children spend the larger part
of their school day. Other staff assist this
teacher as experts in different subjects
from foreign languages to a variety of
activities. Ours is an individualized education that gives great attention to the
development of each child and tries to
bring to light individual needs within the
classroom. The closing of the schools has
imposed on us to drastically change all of
this.”
How have you reorganized the teaching
activities?
“In this moment,” explains Sr Gasparina,
“the priority is to maintain alive the emotional and empathetic relationship between the teachers and
the children. Besides, this is
basic to our work as one can
only learn in a serene environment.”
How?
“We have entirely reviewed
our teaching methods in order
to sustain them at a distance
with respect to the various expertise,” continues Rosy.
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“From 9 March we have activated the
digital platform of the Institute where the
teachers have downloaded video lessons
that they previously registered. Although
living the uncertainty of the moment, we
soon realized that this would not suffice.
We had to restore a form of personal contact.”

paste, coloured paste, looking at a video,
songs to learn, lots of playful activities to
“colour” the day. In particular, we concentrated on a journey of discovering certain
emotions. We have accompanied the little
ones to discover the emotions that they are
living in this period, from those most dark
to those most bright.”
Without forgetting the feasts proposed by
the liturgical calendar, from Lent to Easter,
up to the feast of St Magdalene.

“An aspect much more important for the
Infant school”, Sr Gasparina underlines.
“Together with the education team we
asked ourselves: What is the best approach
to avoid having the children feel alone?”
The reply of the school of Porto San Giorgio
is a synthesis of pragmatism, generosity,
creativity, and educational passion. In fact,
a reply in pure Canossian style.
“We opened private YouTube channels for
each of the teachers”, explains again Rosy,
“that families could access through a specific link. Here the video lessons, that the
children are invited to follow, are uploaded
while on the digital platform are found the
teaching materials. In this way we advance
the formative programs of the various
classes. We chose to dedicate much time to
the private video-chat between the teacher
and the individual child, particularly for
special educational needs, that in these
extraordinary circumstances, together with
the pressure and difficulty of the moment,
have unfortunately increased.”
“To the little ones of the Infant School, we
proposed a process according to the age
group,” adds Sr Gasparina, “suggesting creative activities that can be followed either
individually or with their parents - salt

“The whole team of teachers and educators
are developing an extraordinary work”,
comments Sr Rosy. “From the first moment
we have maintained our attention high to
guarantee a continuous formation and, in
this way, we have placed formation at the
centre. This has enabled us to find new and
creative solutions. The days are intense,
followed by coming together and making
adjustments, trying to find new resources
that are then shared. It is a difficult moment, but we are living it with a great spirit of collaboration. There is a principle that
we always repeat and that guides us: ‘It
is an extraordinary moment and we can’t
react with the ordinary.’ An advice that we
have tried to pass on also to the children.”
Exactly, how have the children reacted?
“Certainly, it has not been easy for them
to adapt to such a different context,” Sr
Gasparina tells us. “We miss them very
much and they miss us also, a feeling that
they continually express to us. But they are
making a great effort to live this new reality as best they can.”
“The involvement of the families is fundamental”, Sr Rosy completes. “Today teaching is an adventure that has three participants: the children, the teachers, and the
families. To be a Canossian school helps the
process!”
The centrality of the child, valuing the
family, the “caress for everyone”: this is
the story of Porto San Giorgio that well recounts the style that the Canossian school
continues to preserve today.
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BESIDE THE LEAST

The commitment of the Canossian Sisters in South East India

C

24

ovid-19 is a current threat, a
pandemic that gives you cold
shivers of uncertainty, anxiety,
and fear at simply naming it. From distributing food to providing face masks
and disinfectant to assisting financially,
the Canossian communities in South
East India have joined non-government
organizations to help the citizens and
the authorities to fight the virus that
is rapidly spreading. The sudden decision by the Government to begin the
lockdown, despite
the request not
to panic, has inevitably brought
about a situation
without comparison. Thousands of
people throughout
the nation have
been blocked far
from home, forced
to walk on highways towards
their city and
villages of origin
at 500 and 1,000 kilometres distant.
Thousands have been seen walking
home, with their families and a few belongings. A grave humanitarian crisis
that is throwing us into the tempest.
Well may we calm our restlessness by
staying at home and remaining safe,
refusing to pay attention to the desperate cry of the poor, the migrants, the elderly, the needy, the HIV/AIDS patients
and the homeless outside our windows.
“Walk with the times.” These words of
St Magdalene of Canossa are an added
strength that draw us into action with
enthusiasm to respond to the emerg-

ing needs at the peripheries. We, the
Canossian Sisters of the Delegation
of South East India, consisting of the
States of Andhra Pradesh and Odisha,
have left the comfort zone of our convents and made ourselves useful on the
streets to represent a ray of hope and
consolation for those victims locked
inside migrant houses, spread along
many railway lines, camped in bus stations and closed inside their homes. We
have shared a small drop of Christian

charity for the poor who are rowing in
an enormous ocean of struggle.
As a first act of commitment to show
our closeness to the people affected or
threatened by the Covid-19, we produced 700 face masks, sewn by the
dressmaking centre of Veeraghattam
and by many sisters in our areas of
work. The objective was to distribute
them free to the poor and those who
needed them. We also distributed them
to the authorities, members of the police, migrants, those affected by HUV
and volunteers.
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We have also distributed food and sanitary kits. Mahatma Gandhi once said:
“There are people in the world who are
so hungry that God cannot appear to
them than in the form of bread.” We
offer food parcels to migrant families,
the elderly and the destitute, those affected by HIV/AIDS, the poor in neighbourhoods, the beggars abandoned
by railway tracks and many others in
need in the areas of Draksharam, Nellipaka, Paikaraopeta, Visakhapatnam,
Veraghattam, Bathili and Jubo. In this
way we facilitate the distribution of
essential goods in the absence of work
opportunities. Another essential being
distributed has been personal soap and
detergents for patients of HIV/AIDS
and children, elderly, destitute and
poor in neighbourhoods.
The entire country is in quarantine;
enormous numbers of day-workers are
blocked in the city without work; those
without a roof over their heads confront the problem of survival by moving
from one place to another in the hope
of having at least one meal a day. They
desperately wait for someone to help fill
their empty belly. These unfortunate
victims and their families need temporary help to survive. For this reason,
we have planned to distribute 150
meals a day to beggars and migrants.

One of our communities in Paikaraopeta has fed a group of 50 truck drivers
blocked since the beginning of the lockdown. Our sisters of the community at
Visakhapatnam have never missed to
feed the local police.
Not only. With an extremely hot summer and the sun burning on our heads,
it is sad to see our police officers standing for hours on the streets to maintain
order and discipline among the people.
The sisters have decided to give them
cool drinks to alleviate them from the
heat.
Since the number of confirmed cases
of Covid-19 in India continues to increase, particularly in Telangana and
in Andhra Pradesh, we have initiated
moments of health education for our
staff and the migrants by advising
them to wash their hands regularly and
carefully with water and soap, to use
protective methods such as face masks,
gloves and social distancing. We are all
called to educate every person on the
importance of developing habits in personal hygiene to prevent the spread of
the virus from one person to another.

Sr. Vincy Thankachan
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COMMENTARIES ON LINE AND
OFF LINE
Yuval Noah Harari,

“The World After the Corona Virus”
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The decisions that we will
take during the corona virus
pandemic will determine the
changes of our societies even
after we will have overcome
the illness. We, therefore,
have to remain very attentive
to the consequences. In a long
article that appeared on the
Financial Time, the Israeli
historian Yuval Noah reflects
on the long-term effects of the
actions taken in this moment.
It may seem premature, but
it is necessary, he argues,
“When we choose among various alternatives, we ought
to ask ourselves not only how
to overcome the immediate
threat but also what kind of
world we will live in once the
storm has passed.” According to Harari, there are two
great choices that humanity
is called to make. Firstly, Will
we choose the way of surveillance of the masses or will
we risk on the people taking
responsibility? Secondly, Will
the United States close itself
off in the illusion of isolation,
or will they know how to forge
a new global solidarity?
https://www.ft.com/content/19d90308-6858-11eaa3c9-1fe6fedcca75

Václav Havel

“The Power of Those Without Power”
“Hope is not the same as optimism. It is not the
conviction that something will go well, but the certainty that that thing makes sense independently
from how it will end.” It was 1978 when Václav
Havel, a playwright and intellectual dissent,
wrote a book, the most famous of Czechoslovakia,
during Soviet control. A key figure of opposition to
the regime, after the fall of the Berlin Wall, Havel
would become President of his country, guiding
it with authority in its transition to democracy
and preparing the way towards its adherence to a
united Europe. In re-reading today those words,
written under the threat
of persecution, remind us
how even in difficult times
as the one we are crossing, everyone has the responsibility to keep alert,
within them, the hope of
a better world, even when
everything in the external
context seems to deny it.
In fact, many small individual acts can determine
the collective story.
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TO NURTURE THE REFLECTION
Philippe Daverio

Dag Hammarskjöld
“Traces of a Walk”

“Truly, there exists only
what belongs to others because only what you have
given, whether it is gratitude for having received,
will rise up from nothing
that one day will be your
life.”
“Yes to God and yes to yourself. When this is
true, the soul can be wounded but has the strength to heal.”
Dag Hammarskjöld was twice the secretary of
the United Nations, and after his death in 1961
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in his memory. The thoughts collected in this book, that
cover a long spectrum of his life from 1925 to
his death, allow us a unique look into the daily
intimacy of a man who has lived politics and the
institutional responsibilities at the highest levels
as a mission for the common good. Clearly aware
of the world’s complexity and of the difficulty
required in making choices of peace, the life of
Hammarskjöld offers a witness of what it means
to serve, accompanied and sustained by a mature
faith, deep and constantly in research.

“History, Teacher of
Hope”
The pandemics that have
followed one another throughout the centuries have not
only had negative impacts
but have also been moments
of change and development
for humanity. The amazing
story of Philippe Daverio,
the Italian-French art historian, leads us on a journey
from the plague in Athens in
the IV Century B.C.E., told
by the historian Tucidide,
to the “black plague” of the
year 300, to the plague of
the XVII Century related by
Manzoni in his “Promessi 27
Sposi” up to the Spanish
Flu that, following World
War I, caused millions of
dead in Europe. His story
shows how societies and
communities, following the
harsh and unexpected sufferings brought about by the
epidemics, often have the
capacity to link and reinvent
themselves, knowing that
the resulting social changes
open a space to constructive
innovations from an economic, cultural and civic point
of view.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1eokjm5s_2A&t=102s

27

NEWS

DISTANT BUT UNITED

News from a world that is discovering itself far more
united than ever
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ASSISTANCE FROM ALL
OVER THE WORLD TO
STRIKEN ITALY
As we are writing, the Italian
territory is the worst hit from
the effects of the pandemic of
Covid-19. According to the estimations from scientists, there
could be hundreds of thousands
of Italian citizens infected by
the Corona virus that has already caused tens of thousands
of victims in the Northern regions of
the country, particularly in Lombardy, Piedmont, and Emilia-Romagna.
In these months, however, Italy has
received important testimonies of
closeness and help from the international community. First of all, on the

part of the European Union (at
the head France and Germany),
that provided important quantities of devices for individual
protection and respirators and
have also welcomed hundreds of
patients. Besides, at the local level, another form of solidarity has
been the facilitation of repatriation
of European citizens caught by the

epidemic far from home. Assistance
has also arrived from countries like
Norway, China, and Russia with the
sending of health specialists and
medical equipment. The same from
Cuba. Touching were the manifestations of closeness offered by Albania
that sent a contingent of thirty doctors, as an expression of
gratitude for the many
Albanians welcomed in
Italy in the last years and
cared for in Italian hospitals. From the memory
of received kindness to
solidarity in the moment
of need.
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SUSTAINABLE CITIES, THE MAYORS WORKING TOGETHER
Mayors working together for a future post Covid-19, sustainable and for all.
“C40 Cities” is a network of over 90 of the biggest global cities, committed to
promote courageous actions to counteract the climatic crisis. The organization
has established its own task force composed of economists, experts of environmental sustainability and local administrations from every part of the world.
The objective is to bring together the experiences and creativity of the most important global cities to give form to a better future, able to face the consequences of the present pandemic together with
the challenges of inequality and of climate
change. In fact, through this collaboration,
efficacious solutions and innovations can
be found. Gathered into a task force, the
mayors have declared that the priority is
to protect the health, the security and the
wellbeing of the citizens, but the long term
objective is to introduce significant innovations to rebuild cities that are more “green”
and inclusive.
A COMMON MISSION FOR THE RESEARCH
The present pandemic is entrusting to the world of science and research a
shared, urgent mission of uniting the efforts to find a vaccine against the
Coronavirus SARS-CoV-2. It has to be said that the path is very long, as was
explained by the Institute of pharmacological research “Mario Negri” of Milan.
The first phase consists in “building” the vaccine. This requires understanding
how the virus is transmitted, enters into the human organism, and reproduces
itself, to then identify what are the antigens in order to activate a response
from the immune system capable to eliminate it or block the pathological
agent. Once the potential vaccine is identified, it is necessary to conduct other
studies in a laboratory (pre-clinical experiments) by utilizing cellular cultures
(in vitro) and animal models (in vivo) to evaluate the immunity response,
the protective efficacy of the vaccine to be developed and its security profile.
Having completed the pre-clinical experimentation, and if the data obtained
in the laboratory indicate that the vaccine is sufficiently safe and potentially
efficacious, one passes to
that of the person (clinical)
subdivided into four stages.
The first three are carried
out before the vaccine is
commercialized, while the
fourth stage is represented
by the studies carried out
following its distribution.
One thing is certain that the
sharing of information, data
and discoveries among the
numerous teams involved
at the international level of
research for the vaccine could be decisive in this challenge.
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PERSEVE

Words of the cure
“Let us strive to have an infinite gentleness in our charity;
let us not limit ourselves to the great services, but let us cultivate
that tender gentleness that is capable to cure the details and that
knows how to pour with insignificant signs much balm in the hearts.
Give them to eat, says Jesus.
In the same way let us enter, even with those who live beside us,
into the small details of their health,
of their consolation, of their prayers, of their needs:
let us console, let us bring comfort with the most minute attentions;
for those whom God puts us near
let us strive to have those tender, delicate, small attentions
that two brothers full of care would have for each other,
and of the mothers full of tenderness for their children,
in order to console, as far as it is possible, all those who surround us
and be for them a source and balm of consolation,
as our Lord was always for all those who approached him.
How much consolation, how much tenderness he knew to bring to
everyone!”
Charles de Foucauld
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CANOSSIAN FOUNDATION VOICA

BECOMING NEIGHBOURS DURING COVID-19
We support the projects of being close to the least,
throughout the world

T
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o remain “distant” so as not to be
infected. It is a responsibility for
our security and that of others.
It is possible for those who live in so
called developed countries, confined in
our comfortable homes, supplied with
all necessities and with the possibility
of social shock absorbers. But what is
the situation for those who live in small
shanties on the periphery of Encarnación, Paraguay, in the village huts
of India or in the rural areas of Ituri at
Ariwara in the North of the Democratic Republic of Congo? The prohibition
of outside movement forces numerous
families to remain in cramped spaces
and prevents them from earning the
least necessities for survival.
In these places, the Canossian Foundation has already activated projects
and initiatives and is in constant contact with the Canossian communities,
schools, and medical centres. The needs
and the needy needing assistance have
increased like meals, basic food items
and personal hygiene, facemasks, disinfectants, and other small necessities.
The Canossian Sisters, together with
also some local benefactors, are trying
to respond to the pooest stricken by
this emergency. We are working with
commitment and generosity so as not to
leave anyone behind.
These are some of the stories and faces
of our “open missions”.
Province “Our Lady of Lujan” Argentina-Paraguay
Testimony of Sr Noelia Chamorro, Encarnación, Paraguay
In this period of the pandemic, it is sad
to see the situation worsen among the
poorest. We are beginning to see many

families, the elderly and single
people who are
no longer able
to provide their
daily food.
However, we do
see the presence
of the Risen Jesus in the acts
of solidarity of
those who are
genuinely concerned and take
care of the poorest, seeing the
poorest families
in the neighbourhood trying
to collect and offer the little they
have to feed the
neediest children of other families.
Also, other local businesses such as
butchers and bakers come to our area
to offer and distribute what they can. A
supermarket brought us 150 food parcels through the Foundation of Santa
Librada to be distributed to feed the
needy in the neighbourhood. These acts
and material help comfort us and give
courage to everyone else.
In the small neighbourhood chapel, the
young people of the parish have cooked
and distributed meals during Holy
Week while the mothers of our Infant
School who live in the same neighbourhood under the bridge, are preparing
something to eat for lunch for the children of that area. But every day more
people are coming to eat, the elderly
and other single people. At times there
is no food for everyone and sadly many
remain to wait.
In our Health Centre “Sacrada Familia”, the volunteers who are helping us
in the nutrition program continue to
offer their time. In this way we are able
to offer regular health assistance to the

vita
più
mothers and the children by also distributing milk, food supplements and
nappies. We help them with what we
have, distributing also what is being
donated to us.
In spite of all this, we are well. The
Lord raises generous hearts so that
charity may shine also in the midst of
this darkness. We are hoping that this
situation will pass quickly. Thank you
for your prayers, we really need them
to continue to accompany and sustain
these people whom the Lord has entrusted to us!
Province of “St Francis Xavier”, India Centre
Testimony of Sr Grace Rodrigues, Arpora, Goa.
The effects of COVID-19 have not
spared the populated Indian States in
which we are present. Sadly, as often
happens, the worst affected are the
migrants, poor families, day workers,
builders, widows, the elderly, and those
living alone, the orphans, the beggars,
and the LGBT people. The Canossian
communities of our Province, and in
particular those of Mahim, Arambol,
Arpora, Talasari, Dhule, Zaroli and
Belgaum are engaged in bringing their
tangible closeness and assistance to as
many people as possible. Thanks to the
close web of relationships with many
associations and local organizations,
both public and private, at the end of
April we were able to assure over 8,100
familes and individuals food parcels,
milk, medicines, face masks, soap, and
disinfectant. Among the many we are
helping there are around 200 people affected by COVID-19.

Province “St Josephine Bakhita”,
D. R. Congo-Togo
Testimony of Sr Maria Marcela Lopez,
Ariwara, D. R. Congo.
Together with our health workers of
“St Josephine Bakhita” Hospital at
Ariwara in the Ituri, D.R. Congo, we
are preparing to face a possible worsening of the pandemic situation that is
increasingly worsening even here. The
reality of our hospital of 140 beds, is a
precious health defence in a rural area
with a population of around 234,000
people. Further, the hospital was chosen
by the national authorities to be one of
the “COVID Centres”.
We have already reserved some areas,
separate from the wards, to receive and
assist those affected by the virus. At the
end of April, an internal space (Triage)
was chosen and fitted to be visited and
approved for infected cases. What we
now need is to guarantee the indispensable safeguards for all health workers
(face masks, gloves, overalls, hand
disinfectant) and basic therapeutic
instruments and equipment to face the
pandemic. Together we can do this.
Our missions continue to remain open
to “be and stay near”, concretely contributing to alleviate sufferings and
nurture, day after day, the hope “for a
better life”.
We will be “far but close” to Sr Noelia,
Sr Grace, and Sr Marcela and all the
Canossian communities at the service
of the most vulnerable. We can and we
must “help those who are helping”. Join
us. The little of many can be everything
for many more.
Giancarlo Urbani

33

CANOSSIAN FOUNDATION VOICA

COVID-19: OPEN MISSIONS
FOR RESPONDING TO THE EMERGENCY
Our missions continue to remain open in many parts of the world to be and stay
near to those who are concretely helping to alleviate sufferings and feed hope, day
after day, “for a better life” to those suffering due to this world pandemic.
We can, as individuals, families, communities, together give a small contribution
to endure and hope, anywhere in the world!
We must “help those who are helping” in our country of origin as around the world.

#distantimavicini“The little of many can be everything for
many more”
to sr. Noelia at the “Sagrada Familia” Health Centre of
Encarnación, Paraguay are needed packaged food, personal
hygiene products, medicines and vitamin supplements for
mothers and children.
34

“The Lord raises generous hearts so that charity may shine
even in the midst of this darkness.”
[Sr Noelia]
to sr. Marcela at the “St Josephine Bakhita” Hospital of
Ariwara, D.R. Congobare needed protective devices for the
health personnel (face masks, gloves, overalls, hand disinfectant) and basic therapeutic instruments and equipment to
face the pandemic.
“We are preparing to face a possible worsening of the pandemic situation.”
[Sr Maria Marcela]

to sr. Vincy, Andhra Pradesh, and to Sr Grace, Goa, India
are needed food parcels, soap and disinfectants, and resources to guarantee daily meals.
“These are the small drops of Christian charity distributed
to our needy poor, floating in a vast ocean of desperation and
panic.”
[ Sr. Vincy]

Canossian Foundation Voica
For a better life...
Address:
via della Stazione di Ottavia, 70
00135 Roma
email: fondazione@canossian.org
C:F: 08069261009
Telephone: +39 06 308280676

Donations:
BONIFICO BANCARIO IN EURO

Banca Popolare di Sondrio – Roma
Codice IBAN: IT83 E056 9603 2110 0000
5128X88
BIC/SWIFT: POSOIT22
In favour of:
Fondazione Canossiana
Payment description:
COVID Open Mission
CREDIT TRANSFER IN US DOLLARS

BANCA POPOLARE DI SONDRIO – Roma
CODICE IBAN:
IT53 D056 9603 211V ARUS 0005 128
Codice BIC / SWIFT: POSOIT22
In favour of:
Fondazione Canossiana
Reason for transfer:
COVID Open Mission
POSTAL ORDER NUMBER N. 62011531

Postal Giro Account

NON-TRANSFERABLE CHECK

Cheques
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Mary,
You always shine on our journey
as a sign of salvation and of hope.

We entrust ourselves to You, Health of the sick,
who beside the cross were associated with the suffering of Jesus,
keeping firm your faith.
You, Salvation of humanity,
know what we need and are certain that you will provide
because, as at Cana in Galilee, after this moment of trial,
joy and celebration may return.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
and conform us to the will of the Father
and to do what Jesus will tell us, who took upon himself our
sufferings and has taken on our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.

”

Amen.”

GENERAL HOUSE OF THE CANOSSIAN
DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY
via della Stazione di Ottavia, 70
00135 Roma - Italia

